
The purpose of this Public Hearing is to: Public Hearing Schedule

Provide an update on Berlin Myers 
Parkway Phase 3

Open House
4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Presentation and Formal Comment Session
5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Open House
6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Presentation and Formal Comment Session
7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Present the project’s Supplemental 
Environmental Assessment

Take public comments on the project 

WELCOME TO THE PUBLIC HEARING 
FOR THE BERLIN MYERS PARKWAY 
PHASE 3 PROJECT!



ALTERNATIVES SCREENING PROCESS

In 2006, as part of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), a range of alternatives was developed and evaluated by the project team and Alternative 2 
was identified as the preferred alternative. This range of alternatives was re-evaluated in a 2019 Supplemental Environmental Assessment (EA) and Alternative 
2 was again identified as the preferred alternative. The project team used a two-step screening process to evaluate and determine which project alternatives  
should be advanced or eliminated from consideration. Alternative 4 was not reconsidered in the Supplemental EA as Bacons Bridge Road and Dorchester  
Road were already widened under separate projects. 

Alternatives Screening Process
Develop Range
of Alternatives

Screening Criteria

Screening Criteria

GIS Corridor Analysis

LEVEL 1 SCREENING

No-Build Alternative

Project purpose & need

Project purpose & need

Environmental impacts 

Community impacts

Cost
Alternative 1

Alternative 2

Alternative 3

Alternative 5

Alternative 6

No-Build Alternative

Alternative 1

Alternative 2

Alternative 3

Alternative 5

Alternative 6

Screening Criteria

Detailed Analysis Using Field Data

LEVEL 2 SCREENING

Delineated wetlands and waters

Federally threatened/endangered species 

Floodplains

Protected public lands/recreational facilities 

Community impacts 

Socioeconomic factors 

Environmental justice impacts

No-Build Alternative

Alternative 1

Alternative 2

Alternative 3



Alternative 2 was identified as the 
preferred alternative because it:

Best fulfills the 
project’s purpose 
and need

Minimizes impacts 
to the human and 
natural environments

Best meets 
project budget 
considerations

Is most feasible 
to construct 

REASONABLE ALTERNATIVES



ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW

LEVEL 2 SCREENING

Alternative 1 Alternative 2 Alternative 3

Preferred Alternative

Potential Impacts Analysis

What are the potential impacts to the natural environment?

Total wetland impacts 62.0 Acres 60.4 Acres 58.7 Acres

Total river & stream Impacts 285.0 Linear Feet 385.0 Linear Feet 475.0 Linear Feet

Federally threatened and endangered species No impact

Floodplain/flood hazards Impacts to Sawmill Branch floodplain

What are the potential impacts to the human environment? 

Protected & public lands / recreational areas Minor impact to Sawmill Branch Walk/Bike Trail

Community impacts Adverse impact to access at Gregg Middle 
School and Pine Ridge Elderly Housing No impact No impact

Environmental justice, 
community/socioeconomic impacts No impact No impact Adverse impacts to low-income, minority 

neighborhood in area of Ancrum Lane



NOISE IMPACTS

Flat Area Example

Unshielded House Partially Shielded House

Buildings Considered in Noise Assessment

Shielded House

Sound Paths

Sound Shadow Zone
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2016 and reviewed in 2019.

In this study:
• Three locations along the corridor were identified for 

consideration of noise walls
• No noise walls were determined reasonable and/or feasible 

in accordance with the SCDOT Noise Abatement Policy



AGENCY COORDINATION

Coordinating Agency/Entity Role in Project

Leading the project development, advancing the environmental documentation, and managing 
the project funding for the Berlin Myers Parkway Phase 3 project.

Responsible for overseeing the environmental review process and for evaluating the project’s 
Supplemental Environmental Assessment.

Responsible for evaluating the project's impacts on the nation's waters, including potential 
impacts to the Sawmill Branch flood risk management project and on the wetlands in the 
project study area.

As part of the National Flood Insurance Program, FEMA is responsible for reviewing the 
project’s modifications to Sawmill Branch and coordinating local and national floodplain 
management regulations.

Requesting permission from the USACE to modify a portion of the Sawmill Branch flood risk 
management project to accommodate the construction of Berlin Myers Parkway Phase 3 
(Section 408 Permission Request).



TYPICAL SECTIONS

Preferred alternative with 
bike/walk path on Sawmill Branch

Preferred alternative with 
bike/walk path adjacent to the roadway

From Orangeburg Road
to Greenwave Boulevard 

From Greenwave 
Boulevard to Existing 
Berlin Myers Parkway



SINGLE POINT URBAN INTERCHANGE (SPUI)

Phase 1 
Phase 2 
Phase 3

BERLIN MYERS PARKWAY

EAST CAROLINA AVENUEThe interchange would be composed of on- and 
o�-ramps with two lanes each and an elevated 
four-lane section for through movements along 
Berlin Myers Parkway.

A SPUI allows for the phasing of all tra�c 
movements within the interchange through a 
single signal system so that heavy tra�c can 
move through limited spaces safely and 
e�ciently while allowing free flow of tra�c 
along Berlin Myers Parkway. 



LEVEL OF
SERVICE

that numerous roadways in the project 
study area will be operating at a poor level 
of service if Berlin Myers Parkway Phase 3 
is not constructed.

construction of Berlin Myers Parkway 

conditions along Summerville area roads 
by up to 45%. 

Level of service is a roadway performance 

during peak travel times. 



SAWMILL BRANCH BICYCLE & 
PEDESTRIAN PATH 

The Sawmill Branch Bicycle and Pedestrian Path is an important community recreational resource and the project team has 
prioritized minimizing the project’s impacts to the path. 

Parking Area Impacts
Luden Drive trail parking 
area will be removed as 
part of the project.

The Town of Summerville has committed to providing a 
new permanent parking area in close proximity to the 
existing Luden Drive parking area that will open once 
the project is complete.

Trail parking areas at Bacons 
Bridge Road, Wampee Curve, 
and Cross Creek Drive will 
remain open.



FEMA ANALYSIS OF SAWMILL BRANCH

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), together with the Town of Summerville and Dorchester County, has 
regulatory authority to evaluate impacts from private and public development to the Special Flood Hazard Area associated 
with Sawmill Branch. 

Key Findings in the Study Area:

Base flood elevations will remain the same or decrease.

There will be no increase in home or structure 
elevation requirements.

The risk of flood for this area does not change because of the 
proposed project. 

The Special Flood Hazard Area will not expand because of 
the proposed project.



SAWMILL BRANCH AND 
FLOODPLAIN EVALUATION

Sawmill Branch Canal

Proposed Alterations and Evaluations

•  Expansion of the Sawmill Branch channel area
•  Bridges were added to connect floodplain areas along the roadway
•  Excavation in select areas to restore natural floodplain flow

To minimize the roadway’s potential impacts to Sawmill Branch,
extensive e�orts have been made to understand and mitigate
any impacts that would a�ect the functionality of Sawmill Branch. 

Flood Mitigation E�orts

Berlin Myers Parkway Phase 3 will alter the Sawmill Branch flood 
risk management project by constructing a roadway that is 
adjacent to the canal, which has the potential to decrease the 
water storage and alter the water flow conditions.

Flood risk management project constructed by the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) in 1971.

Consists of approximately 9 miles of channel 
improvements to an existing waterway.

Provides measures to reduce the risk of damages from 
flooding to homes, businesses, and public property along 
Sawmill Branch and in the Summerville area.



USACE SECTION 408 PERMISSION REQUEST

Since the Berlin Myers Parkway Phase 3 Project will alter the Sawmill Branch flood risk management project, the project team must 
obtain approval on a Section 408 Permission Request from the US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE).  

Section 408 Analysis:
The Section 408 Permission Request, which was prepared 
by the project team, and is currently under review by 
USACE, concludes:

 Source: Esri, DigitalGlobe, GeoEye, Earthstar Geographics, CNES/Airbus DS, USDA, USGS,
AeroGRID, IGN, and the GIS User Community

0 0.5Miles

LEGEND

25-Yr WSE Difference

-2.6 - -1

-1 - -0.2

-0.2 - -0.02

-0.02 - 0.02

0.02 - 0.04

0.04 - 0.06

0.06 - 0.08

0.08 - 0.1

0.1 - 0.15

0.15 - 0.2

0.2 - 0.5

0.5 - 0.8

0.8 - 1.5

The proposed project is not expected to impact the 
intended functionality of the Sawmill Branch flood 
risk management project.

The proposed project and associated alterations to 
Sawmill Branch are not expected to be injurious to 
the public interest.



DO YOU LIVE OR OWN 
PROPERTY WITHIN THE 
PROJECT STUDY AREA? 

You may have already received notification via mail about changes related to flood conditions.
A project team representative can assist you in taking a closer look at:

FEMA water surface elevation 
estimates and base flood elevation 
estimates for your specific address

Potential estimated floodplain 
impacts for your property within the 

study area



THANK YOU FOR
YOUR PARTICIPATION
Public participation is very important to our project 
team and is a crucial part of the project 
development process. 

Please complete an exit survey and leave a comment 
for our project team. 


